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Bad vibrations. 

Now Orleans District Attorney Jim Gar- 
rison arrested New Orleans businessman 
Clay Shaw, charging that Mr. Shaw con- 
spired to assassinate President John F. 
Kennedy. Mr, Shaw was acquitted by a 
' jury. Mr, Garrison than had Mr. Shaw ro- 
nrrested on two charges of perjury. Mr. 
Shaw Is suing Mr,’ Garrison, end a host 
of others, Tha judge at Mr. Shaw’s trial 
has sinco been arrested In a motel room 
where slog. ma Wen and loose women ara 
alleged to. Mvo exhibited themselves. Tha 
principal witness against Mr. Shaw has 
: 'Since been arrested for burglary. Mr. Gar- 
rison hns plnco boon accused of molesting 

■ a J.'J-yr.nr-old boy fit tho • New Orleans 
. Athletic Club, which is Interesting because 

Mr. . Shrew bHep/lly ’id'd link’s with the’ New 11 
Orleans ’ homosexual underground. 

No. this is a fiction by Gore Vidal. 
H is n serialized novel cn the front pages 
of our daily newspapers. Maybe that ex* 
plains why novelist James Kirkwood — • • 
"Good Tiincs/Bal Times” — got. obsessed 
with the subject, Mr. Kirkwood met Mr,. 
Shaw, m?d believer] his glory,- and so tyrote 
~A rympatiictlo article before tho trial (pub* 

■ lir-hed by iMnirff) and an indignant Srticie ‘ 

after tho ’trial (rejacled by Playboy) and 
this tome-storm of s book (troubling, the ‘ 
reviewer): DM Cltty’ Shaw know David ’ 
Perrin and T.ce Harvey Oswald? Is Jim Gar- 
rison paranoiac about tha Federal govern* 
meat? One vri<h»s iha whole business were 
a fevered Invention. • ’ ■ j 
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isn’t conclusive, not even in o book re* 

■< viewer's court. Mr. Kirkwood's loyalty to | 
a friend is admirable; his taped interviews , 
with ail the principals in the first Straw 
trial are fascinating; hfs attention to trivia 
Is In the best ’parajournnllstic tradition—* 
the Jittlo boy who cried Tom Wolfe. But le* 
gitlronte questions about John Kennedy’s ’* 
assassination aren’t answered according to 
tho buddy system. j 

Which brings us to Jim Garrison's "A 
Heritago of Stone.” Tho District Attorney 
of Orleans Parish argues that Kennedy’s \* 
assassination can only he explained by a p 
"model” that pins the murder on the Can* ‘ ” 
■tral Intelligence Agency. The CM. A. could 
have engineered Dallas In behalf of the 
military - intelligence - Industrial complex 
' that feared tho President's disposition 
toward a detente with the Russians. Mr. 
Garrison nowhere in his book mentions ^ 
Clay Shaw, or the hatch his office made of ' ■ 
Show’s prosecution; fie is, however, heavy 
on 'all the other character! who have-bs* 
' r conia. familiar to 'pg'via htmtighi -talk * ■ ; 
,. ^ shows on television. And be insists that 
the Warren Commission, the executive 
branch of the government, some members 
■ o? the Dallas Police Department*, tho 
pathologists at Hethesdn who performed' 

. tho second Kennedy autopsy and many, 

’ many others must have known they wore . 

. tying to tha American public. • • 

Mysferfee Persist 

•Frankly, I prefer to believe that. tha 
Warren Commission did n poor job, rathe? 

> than & dishonest one. t Ilxe to tnlnk that ■ ; 
A Mr. Garrison invents monsters to explain .. 

■ •”* Incompetence, nut until somebody explains 
. why two autopsies came to two different . ; 
.conclusions about tho President's wounds, 1 
why the lirnou.rino was washed out and re* - 
built without investigation, why certain 
witnesses near tho- "grassy knoll” wero 
fiever caked to testify before tha Commis- 
sion, why we wero nil so eager to buy 
Oswald's brilliant marksmanship in split * 
seconds, why no one Inquired Into Jack 
Ruby’s relations with a staggering variety 
of strange, people, why a “loner” like Os- ' * 

’’ weld always had friends and could always j 
get a passport — v/hn can’ hliune the Garri- < 
son guerrillas for fantasizing? ; 

Something Blinks about this whole af- 
fair. "A Heritcgo of Krone” rehashes the 
cmelliness; the rnelpe fa as unappetizing as 
cur doubts about ffca official version of ’; 
whet happened. (Would then- Attorney 
Genera! Robert F. Kennedy have endured 
his brother’s murder in silence? Was John . 
Kennedy quRo v.o literate.! from cold war 
elichds cis Mr, Garrison maintains?} But the 
sir rich is tlic-t >, and clings to each of us. • 
-Why were K randy's neck or gaits not c.x- 
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